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In this issue of Comment S’en Sortir ? we wish to map the alliances, common struggles, and translations of 

concepts between trans, feminist, anti-racist, and queer movements and theories that we collect under the 

concept of “transfeminisms”. “Transfeminism” has been defined as a movement for trans women, by trans 

women (Koyama, 2003), as a feminist project in which trans women fully belong to the political subject 

“women”. We wish to reflect on the concept of transfeminisms by moving away from the “women” category. 

Through the use of this term, we want, on the one hand, to reclaim feminist tools in order to consider trans 

subjectivities. On the other hand, we want to encourage feminism to revaluate its own critical tools. 

Therefore, we refer to the perspectives on transfeminism recently offered by Kristina Scott-Dixon (2006), 

Gayle Salamon (2010), or Anne Finn Enke (2012), for they question the critical, self-reflexive, 

interdisciplinary, and unruly potential of this term. According to these authors, transfeminism is not a 

subdivision of feminism. Instead, it represents the possibility of a radical paradigm shift within Feminist 

Theory and Gender Studies; an epistemological turn rendering the dichotomies upon which many theories 

took form (sex/gender; man/woman; biological/social; materiality/performativity) obsolete. 

Through the term transfeminism, we wish, firstly, to think about theoretical practices introduced by trans 

subjects (of knowledge) in feminism. Secondly, we wish to address the multiple trans uses, ways, and arts of 

making regarding queer and feminist tools, as well as arts of making it involved in the fabrication of the 

bodies, subjectivities, engagement, and languages of trans people. 

 

We do not wish to recreate a global vision of the exchanges between Trans Theories and Feminist Theories, 

but rather to focus on a selected number of important issues in order to build theoretically and politically 

fructuous transfeminist convergences. 
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TOPICS 

1) Sex, gender, and sexuality: definitions and boundaries 

Taking trans issues into account, our task is not only to think about what it means to be or become a “man” 

or a “woman” and how it appears to be a problematic dichotomy in view of trans subjectivities, but also to 

think about how terms such as “cisgender”, “transgender”, “transsexual”, “trans”, “trans*”, “trans-” (to name 

only a few) renew the issue of boundaries between biology, culture, social, technology, and politics. 

 

2) Materiality/performativity of the body: trans bodies phenomenology 

Is gender only a performance? Is it a fantasy, game, psyche, or language, normative, legal, or administrative 

acts? Or is it exclusively material and prediscursive, a matter of pure flesh, anatomy, and biology? How and 

where do the boundaries between the bodies and identities of butch, FtM, queen, king, boi, MtF, fem, 

genderfucker, trans, tranny, and other queer identities stand, whether in Paris, Barcelona, New York, Berlin, 

Bombay, Tel Aviv, or São Paulo? What are the tensions, conflicts, and issues between trans communities and 

queer communities depending on geopolitical and economical contexts? Do queer thoughts help us to 

consider trans identities or do they “invisibilize” them, as Viviane Namaste says (2000)? 

 

3) Psychiatric power and medical power 

The diversity of trans politics and trans identities leads us to think about the plurality of relations in 

psychiatric power. We want to ask the following questions: How do psychiatric power and medical power 

produce “transsexualism” as a mental illness? Do they take place within the power apparatuses described by 

Michel Foucault – the production and management of the population, state appropriation of “sex”, and 

paradox of differential diagnostic (Dorlin, 2011)? Conversely, how did trans patients contribute to modifying 

the analytical frame of gender issues at work in sexual psychopathology, psychoanalysis, and psychology of 

gender? How did they contribute to renewing the critic of sexual binary and to reconsidering the legitimacy 

of normalization processes of bodies and subjectivities (Sennot and Smith, 2011)? 

 

4) Subjectivation/objectivation: epistemological issues and the institutionalization of Trans 

Studies 

The development of research on trans issues in francophone European universities urges us to reflect on the 

relation between objectivation and subjectivation, between neutrality and partiality, and between the 

political and the scientific, and doing so taking into consideration the specificities of trans issues and 

research on this topic. On the other side of the Atlantic, regarding Trans Studies as well as other fields, the 

institutionalization of knowledge raises several questions: how can we go beyond a discourse on ourselves? 

Should we look for a better discourse on ourselves? Does one have to be trans to do Trans Studies? Do Trans 

Studies lead to an inevitably militant knowledge limited to trans issues? How can we link trans issues to 

power relations of class, sexuality, race, age, religion, etc? 
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SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

To propose an article, please submit an abstract up to 500 words and a presentation of the author, including 

your name(s), discipline, contact details and a short biography (up to 150 words) by May 15, 2013. Send 

proposals to redaction@commentsensortir.org. 

For further details, please check the journal website: http://commentsensortir.org/ 

 

DEADLINES 

 Submission of proposals: May 15, 2013 

Acceptance decisions will be communicated by May 31, 2013 

 Submission of articles: October 15, 2013 

Definitive acceptance: December 15, 2013 

 Publication: December 2013 

Articles should not exceed 7 000 words, including references. 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

BOURCIER Marie-Hélène, “Technotesto : biopolitiques des masculinités tr(s)ans hommes”, Cahiers du 

Genre, n°45, 2008, pp.  59-84. 

BUTLER Judith, Trouble dans le genre. Pour un féminisme de la subversion, Paris, La Découverte, 2005 

[1990]. 

DE LAURETIS Teresa, Théorie queer et cultures populaires. De Foucault à Cronenberg, Paris, La Dispute, 

2007. 

DORLIN Elsa, “Homme/femme©. Des technologies du genre à la géopolitique des corps”, Critique, 

n°764/765, 2011, pp. 16-24. 

ENKE Anne, Transfeminist Perspectives in and beyond Transgender and Gender Studies, Philadelphia, 

Temple Univeristy Press, 2012. 

HARAWAY Donna, “Manifeste cyborg : Science, technologie et féminisme socialiste à la fin du XXe siècle” 

[1985], in Manifeste cyborg et autres essais, Paris, Exils, 2007, pp. 29-105. 

JEFFREYS Sheila, Unpacking Queer Politics: A Lesbian Feminist Perspective, Cambridge, Polity, 2003. 

KOYAMA Emi, “The transfeminist manifesto”, in DICKER Rory and PIEPMEIER Alison, (dir.) Catching a 

wave: Reclaiming feminism for the 21st century, Boston, Northeastern University Press, 2003. 

NAMASTE Viviane, Invisible lives: The Erasure of Transsexual and Transgendered people, Chicago, 

University of Chicago Press, 2000. 

PRECIADO Beatriz, Testo Junkie. Sexe, drogue et biopolitique, Paris, Grasset, 2008. 

PROSSER Jay, Second Skins. The body narratives of transsexuality, New York, Columbia University Press, 

1998. 

RAYMOND Janice, The transsexual empire: The making of the she-male, Boston, Beacon Press, 1979. 

mailto:redaction@commentsensortir.org
http://commentsensortir.org/


P a g e  | 4  

SALAMON Gayle, Assuming a Body: Transgender and Rhetorics of Materiality, New York, Columbia 

University Press, 2010. 

SCOTT-DIXON Krista, Trans/forming Feminisms. Trans/feminist voices speak out, Toronto, Sumach Press, 

2006. 

SENNOT Shannon and SMITH Tones, “Translating Sex and Gender Continuums in Mental Health: A 

Transfeminist Approach to Client and Clinician Fears”, Journal of Gay and Lesbian Mental Health : 

Conference Proceeding of In Translation : Clinical Dialogues Spanning the Transgender Spectrum, Volume 

15, Issue 2, 2011, pp. 218-234. 

SERANO Julia, Whipping Girl: A Transsexual Woman on Sexism and the Scapegoating of Femininity, Seal 

Press, 2007. 

STONE Sandy, “The Empire strikes back: A posttransexual manifesto”, in EPSTEIN Julia and STRAUB 

Kristina (dir.), Body guards: The cultural politics of gender ambiguity, New York, Routledge, 1991, pp. 280-

304. 

STRYKER Susan, “(De)Subjugated Knowledges: An introduction to Transgender Studies”, in STRYKER 

Susan and WHITTLE Stephen, (dir.), Transgender Studies Reader, New York, Routledge, 2006. 

THOMAS Maud-Yeuse et ESPINEIRA Karine, “2 lesbotrans se posent des Q”, in BOURCIER Marie-Hélène, 

(dir.), Q comme Queer, Lille, GKC, 1998. 


	TOPICS
	Submission Requirements
	deadlines
	BibliographY

